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Here's to West Virginia. Its northernmost city, Chester, is farther north than
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, therefore she's a northern state, Its easternmost city, Harpers Ferry, is farther east than
Rochester, New York, therefore she's an eastern state, Its westernmost city, Kenova, is farther west than
Cleveland, Ohio, therefore she's a western state, Its southernmost city, Bluefield, is farther south than
Richmond, Virginia, therefore she's a southern state, But be she east, west, north, or south, she's a damn good
state for the shape she's in!
The West Virginia motto is Montani semper libcri, and the state is one of the most mountainous in the country; sometimes it is called the "little Switzerland" of America, and I once heard an irreverent local citizen call it the "Afghanistan of the United States/' The precipitous upland nature of the terrain makes naturally for three things: (I) poor communications; (2), fierce sectionalism; (3), comparatively little agriculture. West Virginia lies mostly in the Ohio orbit; all but eight of its counties drain into the Ohio River, and a pressing problem is strip mining, as in Ohio. On the other hand, the state has, it is hardly necessary to point out, little of the prodigious urban development of Ohio, and at the same time no great rural blocs such as those that dominate the Ohio legislature. The pull of Pennsylvania is also very strong, particularly near Wheeling which, like Pittsburgh hard by, is based on steel. Finally, in this geographical realm, one should not think of West.Virginia as being "western" Virginia. It is a totally distinct and separate entity. Virginians themselves, as a matter of fact, pay almost no attention nowadays to their craggy neighbor.
West Virginia became a state in a very special way, and not, as is customarily believed, exclusively by reason of the War Between the States; the western mountaineers had talked about splitting off from Virginia for fifty years. They did not feel closely akin to the tidewater aristocrats. They did not relish control by absentee planters. Virginia had 350,000 slaves east of the mountains; the west had only about 15,00x5. The actual split was of course furthered by the war; when Virginia proper seceded from the union, the Allegheny counties organized a rump regime which they called the "restored government of Virginia." This nullified the Virginia secession ordinance, elected an administration, and was recognized by Washington. Technically, by terms of federal law, no new state may be created out of the territory of an existing state without the consent of the parent. But no one paid much attention to this during the war and West Virginia was formally admitted to the union in 1863. Its governor functioned first at Alexandria, Virginia, and then